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BIOLOGY 
Growth 
Sexual i ty 
Heal th 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Bi rth                                   Y outh    A dol e sc ence     [A DU LTHOOD➡]                                  

      Infancy                                 [PU BER TY  ➡  SEXU A LITY ,  EXPLOR A TION ➡]                [HEA LTH POSSIBILITIES,  V A R IA BLES A ND FA C TOR S➡]   Accidents, Addiction, Chronic Illness,  
             C hi l dhood                              Risk-taking                                                  Depression, Diet, Exercise, Genetics, Health Care, Health Insurance, Obesity, Physical Activity, Smoking, STDs, e.g.        

[PHYSCAL GROWTH ➡ FULL PHYSICAL GROWTH]  [M A TU R ITY  ➡]          

FA M ILY  
Generati ons 
R e l ati ons 
Transi t i ons 

Treatment as a child, 
central to adult attention, 
among parents and 
siblings.  

Treatment as a 
growing person, 
gradually more 
responsible for 
self. 

[A U TONOM Y  ➡]   
Adult participation in 
the family among all 
generations. 

[PA R TNER ING ➡]  
Childbirth, adoption 
[PA R ENTING➡]  
Creating a home 

[POSSIBLE FA C TOR S ➡]    Proximity to family. Strengths of relationships. Possible loss 
of partner. Disaffection; infidelity; estrangement; divorce; subsequent sexual relationships; 
re-partnering; step-parenting; dissolution and reformation of the home. Aging and 
caregiving. Parental decline and dependence; loss of parents, family deaths.       

Surrogate 
families, 
companions, 
caregivers 

 
EDU C A TION 
Soc i al i zati on 
School i ng 
Learni ng 

 
Pre-School       Grade School        High School    College    Graduate School                                                                                                                
                                   Middle School                                                               
                                                                                      OTHER  FOR M A L TR A INING:                        
                                                         PROFESSIONAL STUDIES, CURRICULA, 
                                                                                      FACULTY, STANDARDS, EVALUATION 
                                                                                                                        
OU TSIDE SC HOOLS:   MEDIA, LANGUAGE, APPRENTICESHIPS, ORGANIZATIONS, 
CULTURAL EXPECTATIONS, HOUSEHOLD INFORMAL LESSONS, PERSONAL LEARNING                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                              

 
POSSIBLE W A Y S OF LIFELONG LEA R NING 

 

Parenthood experi ence .  Heal th expe ri ence .  C ri si s expe ri ence .  Economi c  expe ri ence .  W ork-
i nspi red expe ri ence ,  work-requi red expe ri ence .  Succe sse s and de feats.  Experi ence  dri ven by 
adaptati on to te chnol ogi e s.  Househol d expe ri ence .  Trave l  expe ri ence .  A vocati onal  expe ri ence .  
Ne tworked expe ri ence .  A rt and c raft  parti c i pati on and obse rvati on.  M useum and l i brary use .  
C ommuni ty expe ri ence .  C i vi c  and pol i t i cal  expe ri ence .  Se l f-re scue .   R eadi ng,  pe rsonal  
engagements and conve rsati ons,  focused study,  curi osi ty,  unfi ni shed i ssue s.  
 

 
EC ONOM Y 
C onsumpti on 
C ontri buti on 
Outcomes 

 
[COMPLETE ECONOMIC 
DEPENDENCE  
ON OTHERS] 

 
First Employment, 
Independence 
[Limited, part-time] 

 
Career try-out; career choices, 
adjustments; financial independence: 
savings, housing, transportation; 
investments; contracts; obligations; 
taxpaying; debt, repayment 

 
DEPENDENC IES A ND R ESPONSIBILITIES 

Fami l y,  Home ,  Stabi l i ty,  A nti c i pati ons 
[FA C TOR S ➡]  Economic fluctuations; wealth and 
security; job insecurity or loss; career loss; financial 
loss; career transition; foreclosure; bankruptcy 

 
 

[R ETIR EM ENT ➡]  
Family, leisure; travel; mentoring; part-time 
employment.  Rediscovery of possible selves. 

 
SOC IETY  
Networks 
A l trui sm 
C i vi c  Li fe  

 
INTIM A TE W OR LD + 
PA R ENT FA M ILY  ➡  
           
Play Friends 
School Friends 

 
SM A LL W OR LD + PER SONA L W OR LD 
+ LA R GE W OR LD + PU BLIC  W OR LD ➡  
 
High School World to College World to  
Military Service to Volunteer Service to Travel 
 

 
[EM PLOY M ENT ➡]                    Political and civic engagement; volunteerism; 
[FR IENDSHIP FA M ILY  ➡]        rootedness; championing civic or political  

  [PER SONA L FA M ILY  ➡]         causes; undertaking new ventures, 
responsibilities; 

[PU BLIC  M EM BER SHIPS ➡]    practicing non-work leadership and service 

 
Continuity, expansion or contraction 
of civic connections; transitions in 
activity, passing responsibility to 
others  

 
BELIEFS 
Fai th 
Pol i t i c s 
Ethi c s 

 
[R EC EIVED FA ITH ➡]  
Early Faith and Ethical 
Training 

 

 
Questioning, testing 
rules; hypocrisy, 
authenticity; 
personal beliefs  

 
Applied ethics in work 
and society; political 
judgments 

 
Mature faith is variable, adaptive, private, and personal. Faith informs a view of self and the external 
world. Faith can appear and disappear, may be challenged by events, varies in understanding events, 
losses, successes. It is often a source of solace and explanation.  Political opinion may evolve from 
beliefs, ethics, and faith leaders. Ethical beliefs evolve from observation and participation in systems, 
under conditions of tension. Ideas of goodness, forgiveness, and generosity evolve as experience 
evolves.  Sense of free will affects attitudes toward thinking and learning. These  i ssue s neve r 
di sappear.  

 

 
Reconciliation, 
acceptance, 
transmission, 
 lessons 

 
SELF (Eri kson) 
Identi ty 
M emory 
Experi ence  

 
I .  TR U ST vs.  M ISTR U ST (Ego, drive, hope) 
        I I .  A U TONOM Y  vs.  SHA M E  (Skills, autonomy)            V I.  INTIM A C Y  A ND SOLIDA R ITY  vs.   ISOLA TION  (Affiliations, relationships)                    
                I I I .  INITIA TIVE vs.  GU ILT (Emulation, trials, experiments)   V II .  GENER A TIV ITY  vs.  SELF-A BSOR PTION OR  STA GNA TION  (Work, family, community) 
                        IV .  INDU STR Y  vs.  INFER IOR ITY   (Competence, ability)                                           V III .  INTEGR ITY  vs.  DESPA IR   (Fulfillment, contribution, meaning, 
                                   V .  IDENTITY  vs.  R OLE C ONFU SION  (Complexity, self, peers, variations)       contentment vs. failure, worthlessness, regret, disconnection.]  
                       

 
IX.   A DVA NC ED 
OLD A GE 
(Managing the 
challenges of daily 
life; acceptance)  

 
K NOW LEDGE 
Informati on 
W i sdom 
Insi ght 

 
The  conti nui t i e s of one  l i fe  are  si mul taneous,  i nte rconnec ted,  and l i ke l y to be  i nvi si bl e  even to the  l i vi ng pe rson.   They cannot be  ful l y obse rved except from wi thi n the  l i fe .   A l l  
strands i n one  pe rson’ s l i fe  begi n and end at once .   A l l  strands evol ve  di ffe rentl y for i ndi vi dual s.   A l l  strands are  connec ted;  di saste rs are  di ff i cul t  to contai n on one  strand.   A l l  
strands are  potenti al l y equi val ent i n power ove r aspi rati ons.   A l l  strands are  confi gured by possi bi l i t i e s and vari abl e s.   Events i n the  context of one  strand have  e ffe c ts on othe r l i fe  
strands.  Extraordi nary ac ti vi ty i n one  context wi l l  have  re sonance  e l sewhere .   Extraordi nary ac ti vi ty i n one  context wi l l  c l oud the  de tai l s and i mportance  of attendi ng to othe r 
strands.   W e  deve l op and are  transformed by human contexts.   W e  prac ti c e  consc i ous,  re f l e c t i ve  se l f-deve l opment,  and re spond to chal l engi ng si tuati ons when we  are  requi red to grow.   
W hen we  l i ve  up to the  requi rements of c ri se s,  ac c i dents,  needs,  and aspi rati ons,  our que sti ons and unfi ni shed i ssue s make  us ready and open for new i nformati on.   
 

 


